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Publisher's Note / 3

Publisher’s Note

This essay was published in the Hindi journal 'Dayitvabodh' in
its May-June 1992 issue. It was reprinted as a booklet in Hindi in
1995 and several editions have been brought out since then. We have
felt the need for an English edition since a long time but it has taken
a long time to come out.

The world has undergone many changes since the time of its
writing but the summation of the first round of the great world historic
class war for the emancipation of the proletariat and the predictions
made in it are still basically correct. In fact, the world situation today
is proving correct the statements about the second round of the world
historic class war.

We are publishing two other booklets in the Dayitvabodh reprint
series with this booklet, they are: ‘Problems of Socialism, Capitalist
Restoration and the Great Proletarian Cultural revolution’ and ‘Why
Maoism?.’

We believe that this will be important and thought-provoking
material for proletarian revolutionaries and left intellectuals as well as
all those who have an interest in reading about the development of
Marxist science.

— Rahul Foundation

31.1.08
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We are the war-prisoners of time
The battle is not lost yet.

Feeble , though is the redness of East
Lustreless stars are not we of the dawn!

True it is, yes, it is true
Lost are some battle-fronts and we have retreated

still we are determined to fight!

A few towers were conquered
Unvanquished still was the citadel of capital!

Some torches of triumph were lighted
Captive was yet dawn in the array of darkness!

Never harboured we any illusions!

Come, lets break this iron-prison of time
Come, lets turn again the tide of life with our might

Lets learn from defeats,
Unite and march forth!

In this epical battle of justice
Vanquished is truth however many times

The ultimate victory belongs to it
This we proclaim today once again!

We are the war-prisoners of time...

— Shashi Prakash
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Only sixteen years had passed since the Paris Commune, when the
workers of Chicago were creating a new canto of the epic of world
history on May First of 1886 during the ongoing struggle of the
working class for eight hours workday.

On 23rd May, 1871, when the heroic struggle of the communards
was still going on and the furious struggle between the Paris of workers
and the bourgeois Versailles was yet to be finished, Karl Marx, during
his address to the General Council of the ‘International Working Men’s
Association’, had said, “…even if the Paris Commune is trampled,
the struggle will only be adjourned. The principles of the Commune
are perpetual and they cannot be erased, they will proclaim themselves
again and again, until the working class achieves its emancipation.”
The guileful Thier regime of the French bourgeoisie, with the help of
the German Butcher Bismarck, submerged the first proletarian State
of history into the mire of blood but the glorious monument of the
ideals and glory of Paris Commune continued to stand tall and the
war-march of the workers of entire world continued. The torch of
freedom was not quelled. The banner of liberty did not fall. The
martyr hero of the May Day Albert Parsons and his comrades Spice,
Fisher and Angel were none but the heirs of the gallant communards
of Paris. The fighters of the Soviet Socialist Revolution, the guards
of the proletarian State of Soviets who made the frenzied Fascists
bite the dust; the Communist revolutionaries of China who raised the
battle-cry of New Democratic Revolution in the mountains of Ching
Kang Shan; and the brave young Red Guards of the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution and the soldiers of various other successful and
unsuccessful Proletarian revolutions also were the heirs of the
communards of Paris and Parsons and his comrades. The series of
creation of revolutionary worker characters such as Jahann Philipp
Baker and Ivan Babushkin remained alive and today, even in the most
unfavourable period of reversal and defeat, its constant flow has not
obstructed.

Today, amid the screams of the imperialist gang-leaders who are
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intoxicated by victory, the chaos and cut-throat competition between
the leaders of world capitalism to re-divide anew the world as a booty;
amid the groans and moans of the middle class intellectuals and the
endless series of the opportune ‘free thinking’ of the academic
Marxists, the vanguard brigades of the international proletariat are again
being equipped. They are mobilising and organising their ranks. They
are summing up the experience of the world class war up till now, and
determining the future strategy and policy of the struggle ahead. They
are revamping and enriching their ideological armoury and running
militant debates on the experiences of past, world-conditions and the
time of revolutions in different countries. They are undertaking
ideological consolidation and identifying aberrants. Amid the darkness
of the bourgeois slanderous propaganda they are resolutely defending
the revolutionary content and basic foundations of Marxism. They are
examining the heritage of history covered by dust and ash in the
ideological light oozing out from the new experiences. They are
carefully and profoundly studying the future consequences of the
incorrigible crisis of the world capitalism which is hidden in its
hysteric, arrogant bellowings, the new emerging polarisation among
the imperialist powers, newly formed equations between the capitalist
rulers of different levels of the world, the new global strategies of
finance capital, the new instruments of cultural invasion and the
impacts of Global communication system, the new forms of political
coercion, the weakest links of imperialism and the creation of the new
battle-ground in the Eastern Europe as a new knot of all global
contradictions, together with the Middle-East and the Latin America
including the Central America, which has long remained an old painful
sore for the world capitalist system, so that the future flash points of
the revolutionary crisis can be transformed into revolution. None but
this is the certain direction of the progress march of history. The new
gates of possibilities is about to open from these very points. The rays
of hope are about to shoot forth from here only.

Defeat is today’s truth, but the war is far from over...
The defeat of the first edition of proletarian revolutions completed

in the modern era of the human history is not at all accidental or
unexpected for any history-conscious student. First editions of
revolutions have often been unsuccessful even at earlier times in
history or often it has been seen that after centuries-long struggles
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one class (progressive social forces) achieves victory over the other
class (declining social forces) and completes the revolution. It took
nearly four hundred years for the bourgeoisie to attain power and
readjust the production relations as per its class interests and build a
superstructural edifice accordingly while also fighting the feudal class.
The process of ‘Reform-Renaissance-Enlightenment’ was spread over
a period of centuries. After that only the bourgeois society came into
existence. In Britain it took more than two hundred years from the
seventeenth century to the nineteenth century, for the bourgeois rule
to proclaim its final victory. After gaining national liberation from
Britain it took almost hundred years for the American bourgeoisie to
abolish slavery from entire America and establish in a complete and
consolidated way the capitalist system of exploitation and rule and
social form on a national scale.

On the basis of these historical facts alone it can be said, and
Mao Tse-tung used to say it repeatedly, that if it took many hundred
years for capitalism to secure its final victory over feudalism during
which it had to face defeats and reversals several times, then what is
there to be hopeless, surprised or confused about, if rather than
achieving victory after victory, the proletarian revolution is to go
through various ups-and-downs, defeats-reversals and periods of
bourgeois restorations. Secondly, while drawing this analogy from
history, another thing must also be kept in mind. Proletarian revolutions
are subtler, more all-round and deeper, more epoch-making and more
radical revolutions than all earlier revolutions including bourgeois
revolutions. Unlike all earlier revolutions, the objective of proletarian
revolution is not to establish a new system of exploitation in place of
an older system of exploitation, but its aim is to completely destroy
all class-systems, all exploitative relations, all forms of social inequality
and repression, all unequal divisions of society and world. As Marx
and Engels had said with emphasis, this revolution is the most radical
and decisive rupture from all traditional property-relations and
traditional ideas. The struggle of the proletariat is not only against
capitalism, but the whole class-society, not only against bourgeois
class-relations but all class relations. The political economic analyses
of the development and decline of the bourgeois society and all hitherto
class societies tells us that within the limits of the world historical
span of the class-society, the maximum possible development of the
productive forces was possible only under capitalism. With the
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saturation point of the possibilities of development within the capitalist
production relations being reached, the contemporary productive
forces, i.e. all toiling classes under the leadership of the proletariat,
or rather the entire human society will have to encroach the limits of
class-society. On the one hand the hundred years period (from the
Paris Commune to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution) of the
initial editions of proletarian revolutions and on the other hand, in the
twentieth century after the transition to the stage of imperialism, the
slump and the vicious cycle of depression troubling capitalism in a
recurrent cyclical order, and today, when the Socialist camp has
disappeared, even then the continuously present unprecedented,
incurable structural crisis of capitalism has proven that the proletariat
with the entire people of world behind it is strategically standing on
this frontier.

In this perspective, we can easily understand the difficult long
road to the aim of ultimate success of the historical mission of the
Proletariat that is full of ups and downs and the continued journey on
that road, full of failures-defeats-reversals. Moreover, we can also
comfortably understand that proletarian revolutions will not take more
time in achieving their decisive victory than the preceding revolutions,
even though the former will be more difficult and most radical. If the
proletarian revolution is the most difficult and radical revolution of
history the proletariat too is the most progressive class of history.
That is why, contrary to the revolutionary classes of past, the struggles
of the proletariat did not stop even for a span of a few years let alone
decades, despite any defeat (be it the defeat of the Paris Commune,
the restoration of capitalism in Russia after the death of Stalin, or the
regressive changes in China after the death of Mao, even after the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution). Their incessant chain continued
and even today it has not stopped. On this basis and on the basis of
examination of the dire condition of the incurably diseased world
capitalism in the present era of economic Neo-colonialism—this very
conclusion is derived that the era of the creation of subsequent editions
of proletarian revolutions and that new age of Socialist transitions in
one or many countries and perpetual cultural revolutions is bound to
commence in which possibilities of reversals will diminish gradually.
Though a time-table of revolutions cannot be drawn, yet on the basis
of an incisive and complete estimation of the subjective and objective
factors, this much can be said that it can be a matter of decades, but
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not of centuries. The objective of narrowing this period depends
only on the preparations of the subjective forces, that is the avant-
gardes of the proletariat — the Communist revolutionaries of the
whole world. Any system, howsomuch crisis-ridden, does not fall
by itself. It has to be destroyed. This is the law of human history.

The historical materialist view makes us active optimist and
strategically resolved regarding the proletarian revolutions, rather than
idle fatalist.

“Indeed private property drives itself in its economic movement
towards its own dissolution, but only through a development which
does not depend on it, which is unconscious and which takes place
against the will of private property by the very nature of things, only
inasmuch as it produces the proletariat as proletariat, poverty which
is conscious of its spiritual and physical poverty, dehumanization
which is conscious of its dehumanization, and therefore self-
abolishing. The proletariat executes the sentence that private property
pronounces on itself by producing the proletariat, just as it executes
the sentence that wage-labour pronounces on itself by producing
wealth for others and poverty for itself. When the proletariat is
victorious, it by no means becomes the absolute side of society, for
it is victorious only by abolishing itself and its opposite. Then the
proletariat disappears as well as the opposite which determines it,
private property.” (Marx-Engels, The Holy Family.)

This is the Marxist historical view which proves the ultimate
victory of proletarian revolutions, well-decided, despite various
temporary failures. It tells that class and State are specific historical
categories evolved in a certain period of the development of human
society and like every historical category it has to disappear and new
historical categories have to replace them.

In the ongoing world historical battle between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat since the last one and a half centuries, apart from
the decline of the Socialist systems and historical comparisons of the
capitalist restorations in the Socialist countries, and broad deductive
logics of the precedents, general inductive logics of the inevitable
ultimate fall of the capitalist systems and characterisation of the unique
particularities of the nature of proletarian revolution; a brief discussion
on the positive-negative teachings of the past Socialist experiments
and the nature of the Socialist society is necessary, in order to
comprehend the subtle, concrete, and apparent social-economic-
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political objective and subjective reasons behind the current reversal.
To understand the current defeats of Socialism and the certainty

of its ultimate victory over capitalism, it is necessary to break free
from all idealist understandings and mistaken conceptions of the nature
of the Socialist society and to attain an objective understanding of
the problems of the Socialist transition. The description of political
economy and the dynamics of the superstructure of Socialism is a
subject for an elaborate book. We can only underline a few
fundamental points here.

The Problems and Challenges of Socialist
Transition:

Arduous is the battle and unwavering is our resolve
to win...

As we have just mentioned above, Socialism is a long transition
period between class society and classless society. During this period
classes are present in the society, and therefore, obviously, class-
struggle also continues. Socialism is not a permanent, homogenous
or integrated socio-economic formation. Under Socialist social system
many social-economic formations exist simultaneously. Apart from
transitional mode of production of Socialism, capitalist, and even (in
Socialist Revolutions in backward countries) pre-capitalist modes of
production, are in existence. In the period of Socialist transition,
superstructural elements of the preceding capitalist society like
ideologies, values, social institutions, culture, etc. continue to exist
for a long time to come and the petty capitalist production, which
continuous to linger in the Socialist society for a long time,
continuously generates such bourgeois values-conceptions-ideas,
which prepare a new material basis for capitalist restoration.

Only after going through a long period of Socialist transition,
can the human society reach that advanced stage of development
when the exchange value of things will disappear and only use value
and effect value will remain. In this stage of over production, things
will cease to exist as commodities, the laws of currency will disappear
and the people will work according to their abilities and get according
to their needs. Only after reaching this stage, would it be possible to
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eliminate classes, class ideas, institutions, State and class struggle, in
the process of withering away. During the long period of Socialist
transition, market-value of things will continue to be present,
commodity economy will continue to exist, the laws of market and
value will continue to operate, and the principle of ‘to everyone
according to his work’ will continue to be applied, which means
labour will continue to exist as a commodity.

Under Socialism, even after the decisive establishment of public
ownership, miniature forms and elements of private ownership will
continue to linger on in industry and agriculture for a long time. The
content of co-operative farming itself is bourgeois. Only after a long
process, can the small-scale Socialist collective ownership be
transformed into large-scale Socialist collective ownership and then
the latter into Socialist State-ownership. The point to note here is
that the economic units with collective ownership (like collective
farms) are not entirely a property of the whole people and they are
involved in the exchange of commodities, whereas the economic units
with State-ownership are entirely the property of the whole people
and they involve in the exchange of things. But here we need not fall
prey to this legal illusion that the nationalisation of property is
equivalent to the socialisation of property. Its true that the property
of the entire State is a negation of private property, but it is not a
complete negation of the very system of ownership. Even after
reaching the stage of nationalisation, inequalities, bourgeois rights,
disparities in incomes, difference between towns and countryside,
between mental and manual labour, and, though, highly controlled
and limited, material incentive alongwith commodity production and
exchange continue to exist in the Socialist society. The role of State
in the distribution of things of consumption continuous to exit. In
such a condition if the party of the proletariat converts into its opposite
by deviating from its ideology, then the dictatorship of the proletariat
will also immediately change its form and despite being in this advanced
stage, Socialism will make a retrogressive transition to State monopoly
capitalism, without any exception.

And then besides this, there is the question of superstructure.
Together with the transformation of the base, if the perpetual
revolutionary transformation of the superstructure does not continue,
then the class superstructure of the old society or the new bourgeois
superstructure born under Socialism will incessantly provide a new
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elixir to the forces of reversal on the plane of economic relations.
Marx and Engels had discussed this protracted nature of the Socialist
transition, the arduous class struggle during this period and the dangers
of restoration in the very infancy of the principles of Communism.
During the Soviet experiments in Russia, Lenin analysed these
problems of Socialism in even more concrete terms and started thinking
in the direction of their resolution. During the Proletarian Cultural
Revolution, for the first time Mao Tse-tung put forward the most
concordant and thorough characterisation of the nature and problems
of Socialism and their solution. In 1850 itself Marx had called
Socialism “the proclamation of the continuance of Revolution” and
“the necessary transition point of the elimination of all class
differentiations in the form of the class dictatorship of the proletariat”
(Class Struggles in France 1848-1850). He had said in a very
categorical fashion that in this transitional period “the State can only
be a revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat.” (A Critique of the
Gotha Programme). Lenin had called the dictatorship of the proletariat
the central characteristic of Socialism while calling Socialism “the
period of struggle between the moribund capitalism and infant
Communism” (‘Economic Policy and Politics in the Era of the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat’). Mao Tse-tung presented the
orientation and form of the Socialist transition in the most concrete
terms on the basis of all the experiences of history, during the
Proletarian Cultural Revolution. He made it clear that despite the
difference from the bourgeois society in terms of nature and form,
the very contradiction between the productive forces and production
relations and that between economic base and superstructure are the
fundamental contradictions of the Socialist society as well, which
express themselves as the contradiction between the proletariat and
the bourgeoisie. The key link of the development of Socialist society
is the continuation of class struggle under the dictatorship of the
proletariat. Mao made it clear that the dictatorship of the proletariat
continuously exercises control over bourgeoisie, bourgeois rights and
bourgeois production relations, incessantly wages struggle against
the bourgeois ideas-values-beliefs and while developing productive
forces in the command of class struggle, guarantees the gradual
transition towards Communism.

The transformation of ideology into social experiments has its
own inevitable limitations and problems and even after the firm
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establishment of any ideology on philosophical-ideological level and
its decisive victory over the contesting ideology, the concrete form
and course of its implementation come into existence only after the
sum-up of a number of efforts, experiences and successes.
Experiments in nature, laboratory and society can never be free from
mistakes-errors and in society, they are most likely to happen. There
is a very logical basis of this bitter reality of history. Today, when the
vanguards of the proletarian revolution have the most concordant
understanding of the forms of continuing class-struggle under
Socialism, the proletariat has no Socialist State left with it. The
proletariat has attained the ideological fundamental understanding of
the Socialist transition after continuous experiments in the course of
its journey upto the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, however,
simultaneously by losing all its forts. On reaching upto this point, the
bourgeois flag is fluttering for the time being even on its last citadel.
Once again the world history has proven that it is the author of the
greatest epical tragedies. Nobody, but it is the greatest epic poet.

Needless to say that together with the objective limitations and
problems of the stage of history, there were some mistakes committed
by the great leaders and parties of the world proletariat and these
subjective factors played an important role in the capitalist restoration.
Specially the grave mistakes of Stalin in understanding the fundamental
nature and problems of the Socialist society and the delay by Mao,
the pioneer of the epochal ideas of Proletarian Cultural Revolution, in
starting the ideological struggle on national-international level and, to
some extent his mistakes of dealing with the enemy classes a little
gently, have played a crucial role as the subjective factors of the
capitalist restoration. However, the crux of the matter here is that
mainly these mistakes were mistakes committed by a scientist in
determining the policy and strategy of class struggle, in understanding
the conspiracies, intrigues and complex forms of imperialism and
capitalism. Due to the objective limitations of history, few mistakes
were difficult to avoid, but few mistakes could have been avoided.
Yet, this is a fundamental characteristic of history itself, that there
are always some mistakes committed during social experiments about
which some future sum-up or retrospection will tell that they were
avoidable. A review of these mistakes committed during Socialist
experiments demands a lot of elaboration separately. Here, we move
forward, suspending this discussion.
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The most important fundamental component of class struggle
continuing between two classes is the struggle of ideology. As soon
as the victory-defeat of this struggle is decided, this orientation of
future also is decided, that after going through the ups and downs of
protracted class struggle, ultimately which class is bound to emerge
victorious. Proving its superiority in the ideological struggle is the
first and fundamental decisive victory of any class. The defeat of a
social system in a few countries can never mean the defeat of its
guiding ideology.

Even Today in the battleground of Ideology the
Victory of the Proletariat is Unbroken!

They are not victorious despite winning,
We are not losers despite losing

The most explicit proof of the fact that its not the defeat of
Marxism is the stance and gesture of the bourgeois ideologues. The
spectre of Communism is still haunting them and the unprecedented
changes occurring in the nature of the crisis of world capitalism are
driving them more and more to the State of stupefaction. Even after
proclaiming the death of Marxism, all bourgeois ‘think tanks’ of the
entire world are still writing most against Marxism. Whatever theories
they are postulating positively in various fields from politics to culture,
are either vulgar and farcical parody of the theories from past, or
some theory of pessimism, darkness and ‘the philosophy of end’.
Some are talking about the end of history, whereas some others are
talking abut the end of science. And then there are those who are
talking about the end of ideology, whereas others are talking about
the end of poetry and novel. Infact, it is the trembling fear of the end
of the bourgeoisie itself which it is launching into the realm of ideas
by imposing it on the entire world.

Today, whether it is the Dengite revisionists with the mask of
Marxism, or New Left and variegated kinds Social Democrats, or
any breed of bourgeois thinker-intellectual, appealing in the name of
democracy and freedom, their anti-Marxist arguments are decades
old, even older than a century, which had been befittingly answered
by Marxism at the time of their inception itself. When the anti-Marxist
cliques against class struggle and particularly dictatorship of the
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proletariat, while presenting evidences of previous failures of
Socialism, begin to look for its reasons in the weakness or flaw of
the ideological basis, their arguments sound not only like the arguments
of Kautsky, Trotsky, Khrushchev or Al-Brouder (though among these
the most fundamental arguments were put forward by Kautsky, which
kept reappearing in new forms), but even older arguments of Lassalle
and Bakunin, Proudhon and Dühring. All logic given while accusing
dictatorship of the proletariat of totalitarianism and while whining for
‘democracy’ contend nothing newer than the logics of the renegades
of the Gotha Programme and the Second International. The same
situation is maintained in the spheres of philosophy, aesthetics and
political economy.

Even today revisionism and capitalism cannot embark upon an
ideological struggle against Marxism with science and reason in
command. They can move to the battlefield only by distorting or
hiding facts, by seeking refuge in lies and rumors and by shying
away from the basic ideological issues.

Do the bourgeois think tanks and propaganda machinery ever
and anywhere tell what is the flaw, weakness or incoherence in the
fundamental logics of the all round criticism of the economic relations
of the capitalist society put forward by Marx and the prediction of
Marx about the inevitable downfall of capitalism and birth of Socialism
from its womb, by explaining the past of the entire human history
and orientation of development with concrete evidences and logic?
Class and State are definite historical categories born in a particular
phase of social evolution and like all other historical categories they
are bound to ultimately wither away in the process of evolution. Do
the bourgeois thinkers ever tell when and how will class and the
State wither away and which categories will replace them? After all,
what is the solution of the incurable diseases of the capitalist
production system whose continuous deepening was predicted by
Marxism in the very beginning and whose various forms were
identified  by Marxism even more clearly with its development, and
of the terminal disease which has now become the structural crisis
rather than cyclical crisis of the world capitalism? What has the
‘Socialism with a humane face’ of Gorbachov given to the people of
Russia and Eastern Europe after being subsumed by the market
economy and world capitalism? Why did it finally result into the
form of Western, open, market-capitalism? Was not the market
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Socialism essentially market capitalism? After the declaration of the
end of the Cold War, a new polarisation is taking shape around the
imperialist powers of the world — Japan, Germany and the United
States, the trade war is gradually intensifying and contradictions are
aggravating; do not all these things prove this truth that a new round
of inter-imperialist rivalry and proletarian revolution is about to begin
and that the claims of the world politics to be directed by
“paramountcy of universal human values” prove to be sophistry?
Open bourgeois intellectuals and various kinds of “leftist free thikers”
enunciate time and again that in view of the changing world, Lenin’s
basic propositions regarding imperialism have become outdated, but
they never tell whether finance capital, worldwide monopolies and
their competition for the domination on the world market have
disappeared? Has the cut-throat competition for surplus appropriation
on world scale and possibilities of war disappeared?

After all, why the bourgeois hirelings never talk about the basic
policies, principles and the policies and results of economic-social
development, while criticising Stalin? Instead, they occupy themselves
with preparing list of the examples of ‘dictatorship and oppression’ of
Stalin. While indulging in mud-slinging against Mao and the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the Dengists and other revisionists and
Western intellectuals or the bourgeois intellectuals of the Third World
who scavenge their left-overs never make it an issue of debate that where
the logics of Mao were incorrect when he, during the Great Debate,
proved Khrushchevite Communism wrong. Declaring the Cultural
Revolution, a calamity, only tales of excesses and oppression were told.
No debate was initiated on its philosophy and principles and far from
replying any of its basic documents, they did not even bother to mention
them. Hundred of more such examples can be given which reveal that
today bourgeois ideologues and intellectuals are thrusting in their entire
intellectual energy and entire might of the bourgeois propaganda
machinery and seeking refuge in lies, fraud and humbuggery to present
history in a wrong and distorted way. Today, even in an atmosphere
most conducive to them, they are terrified and thinking that unless they
throw the quiver of Marxist science away from the back of the
proletariat, the armies of the toiling masses will keep smashing their forts
time and again. That is why they cannot sleep even in the euphoria of
today. The spectre of Communism is haunting them even today. All the
forces of bourgeois world — Bush, Kohl and Miajawa and Mitterand and
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Major, war-lords of the imperialist gangs and rulers of underdeveloped
capitalist countries, arch rightists and liberal Social Democrats and
Dengist Revisionists, old bourgeois pundits and new apostle like Yeltsin,
think tanks of the West and crumb-eater petty-bourgeois intellectuals
of the Third World have formed a new ‘Holy Alliance’ against the
spiritual-material power of Communism, despite all their internal
contradictions-differences. This very thing is the historical-strategic
force in the favour of the proletariat and the key signal of weakness of
the bourgeois world. This very factor is the strategic source of our
optimism and also the reason of the pessimistic anxiety of the
bourgeoisie.

World Historical Challenges of the Present
Unprecedented Crisis…
'We are the war-prisoners of time,
the battle is not lost yet’

The trampled flowers of freedom
Have been destroyed today
Delighted are the masters of the world of darkness
To see the fear in the world of light
But the fruit of that flower
Is secure in the womb of mother earth
The unique particle has kept itself alive
In the deep mystery unseen to the eyes
The earth will nurture it, give it warmth
It will rise up in a new birth
It will bring forth the seeds of a new freedom
The mighty tree will tear open the icy shroud
It will rise with its red leaves spread wide
It will light up the world
It will gather the whole world, the people
Under its shade.

— Lenin

Our purpose behind underlining the revolutionary optimism and
confidence present in the strategic context of world proletarian
revolution is not to underestimate or overlook the unprecedented crisis
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emerged in the camp of world proletariat and Communist
revolutionaries, rather the purpose is to situate it in the world-historical
context.

Needless to say that today the subjective forces of the International
Communist Movement are extremely weak and scattered. The phase of
crisis they are passing through at least temporarily, is unprecedented in
the history of International Workers’ Movement from the establishing
of the First International to present day. The last fort of Socialism in
China ceased to exist after the counter-revolutionary coup following the
death of Mao. The slandering campaign of bourgeois propagandists of
the world has left a considerable impact on the people of the world and
common working masses; this campaign fixes the burden of fall of
revisionist-elitist governments and disintegration of State-monopoly
capitalist socio-economic systems of Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union, on Socialism and holds Stalin, and even Lenin and then
dictatorship of the proletariat and the entire Marxist science responsible
for the overall stagnation and crisis which emerged in the Khrushchev
period and reached its zenith in the Gorbachov-period. Confusion,
hopelessness and dilemma prevails.

Today the international proletariat has no experienced, accepted
and steel-tempered leadership like Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin or Mao.
Unlike the period of First, Second and Third Internationals, there is
not even an international organisation or extensive and effective
international forum of Communist Revolutionaries of the World and
generally there are not even single unified parties of revolutionary
Communists in the world, and especially in the countries of Asia,
Africa and Latin America which have remained the weak links of the
world capitalist system and have greater revolutionary objective
potentialities. Communist revolutionaries in these countries are divided
among themselves on the pivotal question of ideology, international
general line and strategy and general tactics. Today, the world
proletariat has no State power which could serve as a source of
inspiration for the working masses of the world. In such a situation,
making good of an opportunity, the international capital and its entire
intellectual might have launched an all-round attack on the proletariat
and its ideology. Today the bourgeoisie, cashing on the absence of
proletariat’s power of organised counter-offensive, an international
forum and taking advantage of the weakness of its propaganda
machine, veiling the truths of past and covering the entire heritage of
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proletarian struggles with dust and ash with considerable success,
by disguising day as night, black as white and East as West. It is
even reiterating the same old anti-Marxist arguments which have been
refuted by Marx and Lenin themselves. Today, not only Kautsky,
Trotsky, Tito, Khrushchev and Liu-Shao Chi but also Proudhon,
Lassalle and Bakunin have come out of their graves brandishing their
swords. Even the scummy hacks of bourgeois newspapers are calling
the extremely dynamic Marxist science an “outdated philosophy of
the 19th century.” Now, it’s a different issue that their bosses, the top
bourgeois ‘think tanks’ are trying to fight this “outdated philosophy
of the 19th century” with the philosophy of the 18th century.

The End of the First World Historic Round of
Protracted Class War between the Proletariat and
the Bourgeoisie and the Beginning of a New Round.

Neither is their victory final, nor is our defeat
On the basis of the developed understanding of the Communist

Revolutionaries and development of Marxism to new heights in the light
of proletarian struggles, revolutions, bourgeois restorations, the decisive
ideological victory of Marxism over Capitalism, the symptoms of the
new present period of incurable structural diseases of the world Capitalist
system and the dangers of serious depression hovering around
capitalism, the incessant militant struggles against capitalism-
imperialism going on in different corners of the world even in the most
adverse conditions of reversal, and the teachings of the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution in China on the problems of Socialism and the
Restoration of Capitalism, and, with the fall of sham Red Flag in the
countries of the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe and on the basis
of the sum up of the experiences of the arrival of Western private sector
capitalism, which led the economic crisis to explosive extent and led the
toiling masses once again to streets, on the basis of sum up of this entire
world scenario and the historical background of its development in the
light of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung Thought, we firmly believe
that a new world-historic round of the class-war going on between the
Proletariat and the Bourgeoisie has begun with the coming to an end of
the first one. In other words, the world proletarian revolution has entered
a new spiral, passing through another spiral of historical evolution. The
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proletariat has entered a new stage of its struggle after going through the
first one. Here we are not using the word ‘stage’ in the same sense as
the one in which Lenin called imperialism, the highest stage of
Capitalism. In that sense, we are still living in the stage of Imperialism,
despite various significant changes, and as Stalin had said in a formulated
manner, in the age of imperialism and Proletarian Revolutions. Here we
are talking about the conclusion of one stage and beginning of another,
dividing the Proletarian Revolution in many stages. Still, to avoid any kind
of confusion, we would rather use this terminology as the general
formulation, that the World Proletarian Revolution has now completed
one round of struggles and has entered into a new one. The first round
began with the Proletariat, while consciously organising itself, waging
class struggle and with its effort of capturing the State power; it reached
its climax in the form of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution,
passing through the Paris Commune, Soviet Revolution, the Democratic
Revolution of China and ended with the fall of last base-area of the World
Proletariat after the reactionary coup in China in the latter part of the
1970s.

And it can be said in even more concrete and clear terms that the
first round of World Proletarian Revolution, passing through various ups
and downs, began with the postulation of the basic propositions of
Marxism in the fifth decade of the last century, formation of the first
international forum of workers, the Communist League, the
preparation of the manuscript of the Communist Manifesto by Marx
and Engels by January 1848 and the breaking out and defeat of the
insurrection of Paris (in his Preface to the 1888 English edition of the
Communist Manifesto, Engels had called the Paris Revolt, ‘the first great
struggle between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat’). After the
suppression of Workers Revolt of Paris and the famous Cologn
Communist Trials (October-November, 1852), a period of nearly one
decade was one of decline in the European workers’ movement, but as
soon as the Proletariat recovered from these shocks “and regained
sufficient power for the second offensive against the ruling classes, the
International Working Men’s Association was formed” (Engels).
During the entire life-span of this first International the workers of
Europe and America learned essential lessons from the anti-capital
militant struggles, the victories achieved and even more from the defeats
suffered in these struggles, and Scientific Socialism achieved decisive
victories in the ideological struggle against the bourgeois Utopian, petty-
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bourgeois reformist and Anarchist tendencies which plagued the
workers’ movement of that time and also made significant
accomplishments in curtailing the impact of these tendencies. In 1875
when the First International was dissolved, the worker of Europe-
America had come a long way from the place where he was in 1864.

In the meanwhile, on 18th March 1871, the working masses
stood up in a heroic armed rebellion and it established the first
proletarian State in the history of human beings. The Paris Commune
completely destroyed the bourgeois bureaucracy and established, for
the first time, a workers’ government on the basis of true universal
suffrage. The Commune had to do the work of both, the executive
and the legislative. The Church was divorced from the State. The
Commune always stood firm on the principles of Proletarian
Internationalism. This first, brilliant State of the proletariat existed
only for seventy-two days. All the reactionaries of entire Europe got
unified and suppressed it, but it left an indelible impression on the
path of future world history. The immortal flames of the Commune
burned incessantly and kept lighting the paths of the proletariat. Marx
and Engels made significant enrichments in the concept of Proletarian
dictatorship, summing up the first attempt of establishing Proletarian
Dictatorship. “The Proletariat cannot fulfill its objectives only by
capturing the readymade machinery of the State”. It will necessarily
have to smash the old State machinery — this was the most important
lesson of the Commune. As Lenin has told, The Paris Commune was
the first step on the path of destroying the old state machinery “and
the second step was the Soviet government.” According to Lenin,
“the idea of Proletarian Dictatorship (as Marx and Engels had begun
to call it after the Paris Commune) is the most remarkable and one of
the most important ideas of Marxism regarding the State.” Since that
day the bourgeoisie has been making dictatorship of the proletariat
the target of its ideological offensives and slandering. The Paris
Commune itself had shown the bourgeoisie in practice that the first
pre-condition of defeat of Socialism is to destroy the dictatorship of
the proletariat, that is, the State machinery of the working class.
Even before the first major revisionist attack on Marxism by the
opportunists of the Second International, Engels had warned against
that “Social Democratic philistine who was filled with the terror of
these words — dictatorship of the proletariat”. The first world
historical upsurge of the proletarian revolution came to a conclusion
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with the fall of the Paris Commune and the disintegration of the First
International.

Thus, we can say that the period from around 1848 to the decline
of the Paris Commune and the First International (1871-1874) was
the first stage of the first round of World Proletarian Revolution, in
which the highest peak conquered was Paris Commune.

The period from the Paris Commune to the October Revolution
(1871-1917) was the second stage of this historical period of the
first round. This journey from one glorious movement to other
concluded with significant qualitative changes in the nature of world
capitalism. By the end of the 19th Century some fundamental changes
in the nature of World Capitalism began to take shape and the laissez
faire capitalism was undergoing a transition to monopoly capitalism,
whose symptoms were identified by Engels himself. By the beginning
of the 20th Century, capitalism had developed to its highest stage,
that is, imperialism. This was the era of imperialism and proletarian
revolutions in which we are still living. The invisible power of finance
capital had constructed a world market transcending the borders of
national markets. The nature of old colonial loot also had underwent
a transformation in this period. Besides, the parasitic and decadent
character of capitalism had separated a few abnormally rich and
powerful States who exploited the whole world by cutting coupons
and bribed the upper section of the workers of their countries with
the super-profit appropriated from this loot. The global scramble
between the monopolies “intensified in an unprecedented way” in the
beginning of this era and with their increasing loot, the new proletariat
of the industries of colonies-semi colonies also embarked upon the
anti-imperialist national struggles. Now as contrary to the epoch of
‘laissez faire’, revolutionary potentials concentrated more in the
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, rather than America and
Western Europe. These were the weak links of world capitalism and
had to be broken first. The storm-centre of revolutions had shifted
from the West. Lenin proposed the general line of the World Proletarian
Revolution by identifying all the characteristics of this new era. In
this era, now the World Proletarian Revolution had two components
— Socialist Revolutions in Imperialist countries and the National
Liberation struggles going on in the colonies. In China and many
countries of Asia-Latin America the proletariat was playing a leading
or vanguard role in the anti-imperialist struggle. But even in those
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countries where it had joined the national liberation struggle under
joint front formed in the leadership of the Radical bourgeoisie, its
role was anti-world capitalism because this also was a peculiarity of
the era of Imperialism that the national struggles waged under the
leadership of bourgeoisie were pushing the age of colonialism towards
its end and thus causing harm to the world capitalist system,
aggravating the crisis of imperialist countries and preparing the
background of Socialist Revolutions in backward countries.

In the meanwhile the capitalist world, getting entangled into the
whirlpools of one cyclical crisis after the other, fell into the wreck-pit
of the First World War. The aggravating contradictions between the
imperialist powers resulted into the First World War which for the first
time made the conditions in Russia objectively favorable to the first
Socialist Revolution. Lenin and Bolsheviks did not make any mistake
in guiding the Revolution to victory by making good of the situation
of Revolutionary crisis. Also, the First World War provided an impetus
to the national struggles in the colonies which inaugurated a series of
explosions of national revolutions in Latin America and Asia.

In the beginning of this second stage of the first round of
Proletarian Revolutions, despite the defeat of the Paris Commune
and the oppressive attitude of bourgeoisie in Europe, the organised
working class movement in the countries of Europe and America
was continuously gathering momentum. The trade union movement,
while waging struggle for economic demands and the questions of
democratic rights was preparing the working class for political
struggles. It was a period of Scientific Socialism and an intensive
ideological struggle against all kinds of Anarchist, Syndicalist, “Leftist”
and reformist–opportunist ideas within the working class movement.

In the Gotha Congress of 1875, two labour parties of Germany
united to form the ‘Socialist Labour Party of Germany’ which believed
in Scientific Socialism as the ideological basis of its programme,
despite giving concessions to Lassallism on many fundamental issues.
Marx-Engels and Babel, Liebknekht, Bracke etc. waged a fierce
struggle against the opportunists of both extremes—”Left” and Right
in the German Party and till the last decade of the century it remained
the most powerful component of the International Working Class
Movement. It is worth mentioning here that during the oppressive
movement of the anti-Socialist Law of Bismarck, the experiences of
the German Party for the first time taught important lessons to the



24 / Immortal are the Flames of Proletarian Struggle

world proletariat regarding the co-operation of open and secret, legal
and illegal activities of the Party and to a certain extent also about the
underground network of the Revolutionary Party. Lenin benefited
from the summing up of these experiences while proposing the
Bolshevik organisational principles.

After Paris Commune a broad base of those always remained
there in the working class movement of France who accepted
Scientific Socialism. In 1880 a newspaper named L’Egalite began
to be published, which Marx called to be “the first genuine French
working class paper.” The Workers’ Party, despite the strong influence
of the Reformists, accepted the Party Programme made with a
broadly Marxist spirit, in the Congress held the same year. After
adoption of the Reformist programme presented by the ex-
Proudhonists by the majority of Party Congress representatives in
1882, Marxists organised their congress separately in the leadership
of Jules Welde and Paul Lafargue. The base of Marxist ‘Workers
Party’ expanded in a rapid fashion in the ninth decade and by the last
decade of the century, it had became the most powerful Party of
French workers, but owing to some sectarian mistakes committed
in the Trade Union movement, its leadership once again went into the
hand of Anarcho-syndicalists. At the end of the century there were
eight Socialist Parties in the diffused French working class movement.
World proletariat and Communist movement developed in the
following period, learned many important lessons from the struggle
of Scientific Socialism against Syndicalism, Proudhonist Reformism,
Anarchism, Sectarianism and other various opportunist trends and
tendencies in the French Working Class movement, and also from
the negative teachings from the split in it.

Apart from Germany and France, Social Democratic and
Workers’ Parties were also formed in countries like Britain, Austria,
Italy, Spain, Portugal, Belgium, Netherlands, Switzerland, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, Poland, Hungary etc. Most of these parties accepted
Scientific Socialism as their ideological base. However, in most of
these countries sharp struggles between opportunist trends and
tendencies on the one hand and Marxism on the other continued, due
to which Social Democratic Parties in many countries had to face
more than one splits. Formation of a Marxist group ‘Emancipation
of Labour group’ by Plekhanov, Vera Jasulich and some other ex-
Narodniks living abroad in 1883 was an important event in the Socialist
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movement of Russia.
By and large, journey on the road to the building of independent

parties of the proletariat in different countries, which as laid wide
open by the First International, was started even before the
establishment of the Second International in 1889. However, the
characteristic of this age was the decisive victory of Marxism over
petty-bourgeois Socialist ideas in the field of Philosophy and Political
Economy. On the one hand, by the time the Second International
was established, the working class of Europe and America was waging
a militant struggle regarding their demand by taking to the roads
(The open firing on the workers of Chicago on May 1, 1886 and the
subsequent execution of Parsons, Spice, Fisher and Angel was a
historical example of this struggle and the brutal repression by the
ruling-class), on the other hand , the leaders of the World Proletariat,
Marx-Engels, were waging a militant struggle in the field of ideology
and at the same time, under the guidance of Marx-Engels and the
leadership of Liebknecht, Mehring, Lafargue, Bebel, Dietzgen,
Kautsky, Bracke etc. the parties of the proletariat were being formed
on the basis of Social Democracy in the various countries of Europe
and in this process, were waging a militant struggle against opportunist
tendencies-trends, against various non-proletarian alien ideas.

The First Congress of the Second International was held in July,
1889 in which 390 representatives of nearly all countries of Europe apart
from the parties of America and Argentina, who accepted Scientific
Socialism, participated. The initial years of the lifetime of the Second
International was the period of militant struggle against opportunist
tendencies and the extensive propaganda of Marxism. After the death
of Engels, Paul Lafargue, Bebel, Dietzgen, Plekhanov, Kautsky,
Labriola, Mehring, Leibnekent, Roza Luxemberg etc. performed a
significant role. The latter half of the last decade of the previous century
was the period of Marxism’s struggle against revisionism. Bebel, Roza
Luxemberg, Clara Zetkin, Liebknecht, Mehring, Karl Kautsky,
Plekhanov waged a sharp struggle against the conception of ‘beyond
class character’ of bourgeois democracy, the conception of the
possibility of ‘partially enforcing Socialism’ within the framework of
bourgeois society, dismissing the dialectical materialist interpretation of
class struggle and history propounded by the first pre-eminent
revisionist, Bernstein who tried to distort Marxism from a reformist
position. This struggle enriched the ideological arsenal of the proletariat
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of the entire Europe. Lenin also presented a complete criticism of the
ideas of Bernstein by comparing them to the ideas of the economists,
‘legal Marxists’ of Russia and Russian ‘critics’ of Marx.

With the beginning of the twentieth century, alongwith the
transition of capitalism to the stage of Imperialism, the centre of
storm of revolutions too had, more or less, shifted form the West to
the East. In the countries like Russia, where owing to capitalist
development, the proletariat had rapidly developed and started getting
organised, there the thread of revolutions had also begun to come
into its hands. In many countries of Latin America too, the working
class parties were built on the basis of Marxism. In most of the
colonies of Asia and Latin America, the struggle for National
Democracy had intensified. The newly born proletariat alongwith
the struggle for economic demands, through the participation in anti-
colonial struggle had begun taking up the front against the world
capitalism. In these favourable objective conditions, under the
leadership of Lenin, the Revolutionary Social Democracy in Russia,
having internalised the experience of the working-class movement
of Europe and continuing the rich revolutionary tradition of Russia,
gradually evolved as the vanguard of the entire world Communist
Movement.

Lenin, while opposing the Utopian “peasant Socialism” of
Narodiniks and petty-bourgeois anarchist ideas and while waging an
uncompromising ideological struggle against “legal Marxism”—the
Russian edition of the ideas of Bernstein, prepared a sound foundation
of Marxism in the Russian Working-class Movement and performed
a leading role in the formation of Russian Social Democratic Labor
Party in 1897 by uniting various Marxist groups and workers’ groups.
Lenin for the first time developed the organisational principles of a
revolutionary proletarian party in the prolonged struggle against the
various economist-reformist trends-tendencies continuing within the
Party right from its inception. During this time Lenin for the first
time presented a clear-cut thought on the Democratic centralism, a
party based on professional revolutionaries, the inevitability of the
underground structure of the party, the interrelationship between the
economic struggle and the political struggle and the political tasks of
the working class. Besides, during this time, he presented for the
first time a thorough exposition of the strategy and tactics of the
proletariat during the Bourgeois Democratic Revolution and the
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proletarian Socialist revolutions. Lenin further concretised the idea
of proletarian Internationalism and threw more light on its practical
forms. Contrary to the thought of Plekhanov, Lenin presented a correct
estimation of the role of peasant classes in the proletarian revolution
and while presenting for the first time a thorough analysis of the land
question under capitalism, after Marx-Engels and then Karl Kautsky,
presented an outline of the land programmes of bourgeois Democratic
Revolution and Socialist revolution traversing various stages. Besides,
while analysing the changing nature of National oppression under
Imperialism, he presented this clear establishment that the right to
secession and self-determination of nationalities is an essential part
of the programme of proletarian revolutionaries of the most multi-
national countries.

The building and formation of the Bolshevik Party could be made
possible only in the process of uncompromising struggle against all
reformist Mensheviks and other current-tendencies and trends. The
ideological aspects of this struggle had international significance. By
this time, a major section of the workers’ movement in Europe and
America had come under the influence of bourgeois ideas. The social
base of labour aristocracy and labour bureaucracy had greatly
strengthened in the imperialist countries, besides, private monopoly
capitalism, the growth of State monopoly capitalism too had
considerably strengthened it and a large section of the leadership of
the workers’ movement of Europe-America that represented it had
become a traveller on the revisionist road. In the West at that time the
talk of the “demise of Marxism” and then “the appropriate reforms
(in it) according to the circumstances” was making rounds. In such
a scenario, the struggle continuing in the Russian proletarian
movement against various alien ideas was providing momentum to
the process of polarisation in the workers’ movement of Western
countries too and its reflection and impact was visible in the Second
International too.

After the Russian Revolution of 1905-07, the scope of ideological
struggle expanded to the entire international workers’ movement and
the struggle against the non-proletarian lines gradually got intensified
within the Second International too, which ultimately culminated in
the form of disintegration during the First World War. In the intense
struggle launched against Kautsky and his disciples, Lenin safeguarded
the Marxist principle of State, evolved it, laid emphasis on the
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inevitability of the dictatorship of the proletariat and further clarified
its nature. While initiating the struggle against Kautskyite Revisionism,
Lenin exposed the bourgeois content of his thesis of “super
Imperialism”, underlined the characteristic features of Imperialism
and its inherent contradictions and while analysing its politics and
economics, stated that this highest stage of capitalism is the herald
of the era of the proletarian revolution.

While analysing the World War as a logical culmination of the
internal dynamics of Imperialism and as the inevitable consequence
of the inter-imperialist competition, Lenin, contrary to the task deduced
by Kautsky for the proletariat of the imperialist countries to participate
in the war on the side of the bourgeoisie of their respective countries,
presented a task of attempting general insurrection during the wartime.
He proved the attempts of Kautsky to negate the relevance of the
struggles for political independence of the colonies incorrect and
stated that alongwith the Socialist revolutions in the imperialist
countries in the age of imperialism, the National Liberation struggles
going on in the colonies too are the constituent parts of the World
Proletarian Revolution itself.

The October Revolution established completely the authority of
Communist ideology and by putting an end to the influence of
revisionists of the Second International from the World Proletarian
Movement limited it to the handful of bourgeoisiefied workers and
petty-bourgeois classes (that were the real social base of the ideology
of the revisionists of the Second International) of the prosperous
Western countries.

The Social Democratic Movement of Germany which imparted
important teachings to the world workers’ movement had stood “on
the shoulders” (Engels) of French Socialist Movement and British
Trade Union Movement. The task of translating this teaching into
practice was effected by the French workers during the Paris
Commune. Precisely, in this way, the October Revolution had stood
“on the shoulders” (Lenin) of Paris Commune. The unsuccessful
Revolution of 1905-07 was its “dress-rehearsal” and the bourgeois
Democratic Revolution of February 1917 was its preface.

While learning from the Paris Commune and the subsequent
experiences and while gradually enriching itself during the ideological
struggles, the proletariat seized the State power for the second time
in October 1917. This time it destroyed the bourgeois State machinery
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and established the State-power of the working class. For the first
time, the unprecedented experiment of the transition towards
Communism began under Socialist democracy established under the
dictatorship of the proletariat. After Paris Commune, this was the
second milestone of the World Proletarian Revolution.

The time period between the Soviet Socialist Revolution of
October, 1917 and the New Democratic Revolution of China of 1949
was the third stage of the first round of the World Proletarian
Revolution. After the experiences of the Paris Commune, the
dictatorship of the proletariat was for the first time established in
Russia and it became the laboratory for the first Socialist experiments
of History. While leading the Soviet State, Lenin began to further
develop the preceding propositions of Marxism regarding the
dictatorship of the proletariat. While explaining the specific
characteristics of the Socialist State and society, Lenin clarified its
difference from the previous Marxist conceptions on it, taught the
World Communist movement on the nature and tasks of the proletarian
power and while repeatedly and continuously underlining the various
forms of resistance to the proletarian power by the bourgeoisie and
presence of all kinds of dangers of capitalist restoration from all
sides, constantly emphasised the inevitability of the “iron hand” of
the dictatorship of the proletariat for counteracting them.

Even while combating the calamities like crisis of the Civil War,
attacks by the imperialist countries, famine, starvation etc. and after
getting rid of these imminent crises of existence and the beginning of
long-term fundamental economic crisis too, Lenin continued the
incessant sequence of Socialist experiments. Besides, he engaged
with the protracted, strategic, policy-related, ideological questions
of Socialist transition—for instance, the question of interrelationships
among the Party, the State and the class, the question of concrete
form of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the question of gradually
increasing the direct participation of the proletariat in power, the
question of the worker-peasant alliance in Socialist transition period
and the traditional relation between agriculture and industry, the
question of the advanced forms of the Socialist ownership and that
of gradual transition, the question of putting an end to the capitalist
production and the smallest forms of ownership etc; and prepared
an invaluable prior basis for the formulations of future. While
discussing the problems of Socialism during his last days, Lenin



30 / Immortal are the Flames of Proletarian Struggle

identified those bureaucratic distortions and bourgeois deformities
that had taken shape within the party and the State apparatus. Till his
last breath, he clashed with the problem as to how class struggle and
revolution be continued under Socialism.

And while undertaking all of this, Lenin, not for a moment and
not even slightly dissociated himself from his international
responsibility. Alongwith the establishment of the Third International,
he determined the general line of the international Communist
movement and also clarified that it is the revolutionary duty of the
proletariat of developed capitalist countries to lend support to the
National Liberation struggles continuing in the colonies.

The roaring canons of the October Revolution reverberated in
the liberation struggles across the world. It provided a new direction
and momentum to the anti-colonial national struggles too. Under its
influence, the process of formation of the Communist parties in the
various countries of Asia, Latin America and Africa had begun by the
end of the second decade itself, and in the third decade the efforts of
the Third International acted as a catalyst for it. Besides the weak
links of the world capitalism, during the special circumstances in the
last phase of the First World War, the proletariat of Germany too had
come very close to the triumph of revolution. Though this revolution
was crushed; however, the sequence of proletarian struggles under
the leadership of the newly formed Leninist parties remained in
progress.

After Lenin, Stalin took care of the leadership of the world
proletariat, safeguarded the contributions of Lenin to the proletarian
ideology, uprooted the alien ideas of Trotsky, Zinoview, Kamenev,
Bukharin, etc. and their anti-Party cliques, along with establishment
of the Socialist collective ownership, began the Socialist planning of
economy and in a time span of less than two decades, built a strong
Socialist economy. Under the leadership of Stalin, the Soviet Red
Army and the Soviet masses defeated the fascist axis. A powerful
Socialist camp came into existence which provided a new inspiration
and new momentum to the workers’ movements and national
liberation struggles across the world.

If we cast a cursory glance at the conditions prevailing till Stalin’s
death, it seems that he was continuously confronted with serious
immediate problems one after another and there was thus always a
paucity of time to deliberate upon long-term policies and programmes.
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However, it is a fact that the depth with which Lenin had begun to
think over the problems of Socialism during the serious crisis-ridden
short span of the infancy of revolution, that process could not be
continued during Stalin-period. However, one should also bear this in
mind, that after the consolidation of the proletarian power, the task
of Socialist transformation began completely during Stalin’s period
itself and it was only during this period that some such concrete
forms and new aspects of the problems came to the fore that were
not clear during the lifetime of Lenin. Despite overlooking some of
the fundamental problems of Socialism and despite presenting either
partial or incorrect solutions to some of these, despite some theoretical
lapses and some secondary mistakes, the dictatorship of the proletariat
prevailed during the lifetime of Stalin, Socialism took long strides
forward, and besides, defeating Fascism, the Soviet Union played a
significant role in taking ahead the current of revolution in the entire
world. During this entire period, despite the lack of understanding of
the laws of class struggle in a Socialist society, the task of limiting
the bourgeois elements and bourgeois rights continued, the system
of Socialist public ownership was successfully implemented, the task
of Socialist transition remained continuously in progress, the initiative
of the toiling masses remained and the revolutionary change in
production relations continuously developed the productive forces.

During this third phase of the first round of the World Proletarian
Revolution itself, in the fourth decade of the present century, the
capitalist world got entangled in the gravest depression and the worst
calamity of vicious pessimism till then. The Second World War was
fought to avert this calamity, and to redistribute the colonies. By this
time, the Bourgeois Democratic Revolution of Mexico had taken place.
When the imperialist war lords were pushing the world towards the
catastrophe of war, at that time the liberation struggles in colonies
like Vietnam, Korea, Burma, Malaya, India etc. were moving ahead
as a constituent element of World proletarian revolution itself and
during the war, they reached their decisive culmination. Apart from
China, in Vietnam and Korea too, the leading role of Communist Party
was established in the National Liberation War and in the struggle of
the other countries too their role was significant. The Great Social
experiment that enriched the ideological strategic arsenal of entire
world proletariat and that determined the general line of National
Democratic Revolution, the complete orientation and nature of the
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protracted people’s war during the entire historical period of
colonialism and neo-colonialism was being accomplished by the
Chinese Communist party under the leadership of Mao from thirties
till fifties.

While evolving the strategy and general tactics of revolution in
the semifeudal-semicolonial Chinese society, Mao propounded the
theory of New Democratic Revolution and while translating it into
practice, provided leadership to the Chinese people in the epical heroic
protracted Peoples’ War. While first presenting a hypothesis and then
creating the three miraculous weapons of the Democratic Revolution
of the masses — Communist party, Red Army and Joint Front, Mao
developed the Marxist conception of worker-peasant alliance to
entirely new heights. Besides, during this period, Mao took forward
the parallel science of mechanical materialism and metaphysical
deviations prevalent in the contemporary world Communist movement
in the right direction. Through his classical expositions—‘On
Contradiction’ and ‘On Practice’ he evolved the theory of
contradictions and understanding of dialectics to new heights.

During the Second World War, the liberation of the countries of
Eastern Europe and the establishment of the National Democratic
Statepower under the leadership of the proletariat there had already
occurred. The New Democratic Revolution of China spearheaded
the series of proletarian revolution in the most backward countries
of the world too. The proletarian revolutions of countries like Vietnam,
Korea, Cambodia etc were the subsequent links in this series.

The journey that had begun with the construction of the liberated
zone of the international proletariat in form of Soviet Union in 1917,
had traversed quite a long distance while enriching itself by various
experiences till the New Democratic Revolution of China in 1949.
The decisive ideological triumph over the bourgeoisie was transformed
into a political-social victory with the seizure of the State power by
the proletariat in many countries and with the beginning of its
consolidation. However, the theoretical guarantee of the ascertained
triumph of Socialism had not been achieved till then.

The historically significant task of attaining a complete and
concordant understanding of the nature and problems of Socialist
transition and of deciding upon the general line for the entire period
of Socialism was accomplished under the leadership of Mao in the
fourth and last phase (1949-1976) of the first round of World
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Proletarian Revolution. What a great dialectician is the creator of the
sublime tragedies, the greatest poet—the world History! When the
proletarian ideology reached the summit of acquiring the
understanding of general line of protracted transition from class society
to classless society, the world proletariat had to pay its price by
losing all its liberated zones in formidable class struggles. In 1976,
the last fortress of Socialism fell in China.

Right from its genesis, the development of Marxism continuously
took place amidst fierce attack-counterattack with the alien ideologies.
Amidst terrible bloody, indomitable, continuous and protracted class
wars and triumphs-defeats, the ideological class struggle too has
continued ceaselessly-uninterruptedly on their part for the past one
hundred and fifty years. After Lassalle, Bakunin, Proudhon and first
revisionist Bernstein, the first greatest blow to Marxism was inflicted
by the fugitives of the Second International under the leadership of
Kautsky. Subsequently Trotsky and his disciples too launched a fierce
attack against Marxism. And they were defeated. The list of
revisionists like Albrouder, Tito, Togliati etc is quite lengthy, however,
in reality after Karl Kautsky, it was the all-round attack by Khrushchev
and his modern revisionist followers that was the second biggest
assault against Marxist ideology. The third biggest attack against
Marxism was launched by the Chinese Revisionist clique of Liu Shao-
Chi, Deng Xiao Ping etc. Mao Tse-tung led the world proletarian
camp in the latter two ideological epical wars. In 1976, lying on his
death-bed and till his last breath Mao fought against Dengists and
enriched the Marxist science with his expositions.

Though it was much before 1949 that Mao had begun deliberating
upon the metaphysical deviations inherent in the mechanical materialist
methodology of Stalin and the problems of Soviet Socialist
experiments, however, it was after 1949, while struggling with the
problems of Socialist construction that his realisation further deepened
and in 1956, after the restoration of capitalism by Khrushchev, Mao
began an extensive and profound contemplation on the objective and
subjective basis of this reversal, on the nature of Socialist society
and every aspect of problems and on the mistakes of every kind of
Socialist experiments. By that time, in China too the two-line struggle
regarding Socialist revolution had begun, which ultimately reached
the highest culmination of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
in 1976.
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The philosophy of proletarian Cultural Revolution was the greatest
contribution of Mao Tse-tung by which he enriched the ideology and
took it to its summit. It was a set of important formulations and
foundations that presented the general line of proletarian revolution
for the entire historical period of Socialism. Mao did not reach the
understanding of the entire nature of class struggle in a Socialist
society, all the dangers of capitalist restoration and the effective
measures of its prevention in a few days or few years. He took hold
of the loose ends of the thinking on the problems of Socialism since
the time of Lenin, drew important lessons from the experiments of
the Soviet Union and the defeat of Socialism there and while summing
up the concrete experiences of class struggle continuing in his own
country commenced the Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

Mao acquainted the proletarian parties of the backward countries
with accomplishing the task of National Democracy for the first time
through his experiments and all aspects of the problems of entering
the stage of Socialist revolution—the problems arising from the
dissolution of the strategic class alliances with the National bourgeoisie
and the rich peasantry, various aspects of land question and the
problems of Socialist transformation of ownership in backward
countries and their solution. Learning from the Soviet experiences,
he stated agriculture to be the foundation of Socialist construction
and industry as the leading sector. He prepared the outline for the
new path of Socialist revolution in China.

In 1956, when the modern revisionists in Soviet Union captured
the party and State and when Khrushchev made the basic foundations
of Marxism-Leninism the target of his attack on the pretext of the
mistakes of Stalin, when by propounding his policies of peaceful co-
existence, peaceful competition and peaceful transition, he attempted
to separate Marxism from its soul, that is to say, from class struggle
and the dictatorship of the proletariat itself, then, during the ‘Great
Debate’ Mao and the Communist parties of China and Albania
safeguarded Marxism. The beginning of capitalist restoration in the
first Socialist country of the world was a heavy blow for the world
proletariat however, all the hopes of international workers’ movement
was centered on Great Debate, the Socialist experiment continuing
in China and the process of mobilisation of the true Communists
across the world around the Chinese Party.

Mao Tse-tung distilled important conclusion from Soviet
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experiences of Socialist construction—from its achievements and
defeats—grasped the implication of the teaching of Lenin of continuing
class struggle in a Socialist society and developed it further and proved
that the ‘theory of productive forces’ is a deviation from Marxism.
He, for the first time, alongwith the exposition of this establishment
on a concrete and practical plane, also verified that the class struggle
and the continuing of revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat
is the key link of preventing capitalist restoration and progressing on
the Socialist path.

The theory of continuing the revolution under the dictatorship
of the proletariat and its verification in the form of the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) is the greatest contribution of Mao
which presented a general line for an entire historical epoch—for the
entire period of Socialist transition—and developed Marxism-Leninism
further fundamentally and qualitatively. Mao further evolved the
teachings presented by Marx-Engels and Lenin on the protracted
nature of the class struggle continuing during the entire Socialist
transition and enunciated that the two-line struggle continuing within
the party is only a reflection, part and form of the class struggle
going on in the society. He stated that the roots of revisionism and
capitalist restoration can only be destroyed through the means of
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and that the target of this new
revolution are those people present within the party and the State
who have opted for the capitalist road.

During the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, while
undertaking a brilliant analysis of the dialectical interrelationships
between the base and the superstructure, Mao stated the perpetual
revolutionisation of the superstructure to be essentially necessary
for the Socialist transformation of the base. He stated that so as to
prevent the bourgeoisie from once again capturing the power by
advancing slowly and steadily, the proletariat will have to enforce an
all-round dictatorship over it; will have to wage a continuous two-
line struggle within the party; will have to take possession of all
controlling heights of society by moving forward in party leadership;
while continuing a perpetual struggle in the sphere of economy,
education, science and literature-art-culture apart from Statepower,
will have to establish its decisive control; will have to broaden and
deepen the Socialist democracy in society and democratic centralism
in the party; and will have to safeguard the party from all kinds of
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bourgeois distortions and bureaucratic deviations through perpetual
struggle. While uncovering the material base of capitalist restoration
and the social bases of revisionism, Mao said that restricting the
bourgeois rights while continuing the revolution under the dictatorship
of the proletariat and successively destroying the ground on which
the bourgeois relations flourish and thrive, is a protracted process.
The ultimate annihilation of bourgeois relations and the uprooting of
the dangers of capitalist restoration conclusively require not just one
or two, rather several generations and not one or two, but several
cultural revolutions. He also laid emphasis on this fact more than
once that if even in China, the revisionists come into power then this
will be the duty of Communists across the world and the world
proletariat that they launch an uncompromising and determined
struggle against them and march ahead with the teachings of the
Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

While further expanding the struggle of the Great Debate, the
luminous light of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution once again
tore apart the darkness of illusions spread by the Khrushchevite
Revisionism and the variegated opportunists and the process of
formation of new parties of Communist revolutionaries commenced
afresh across the world. It is the giving of the Cultural Revolution
itself that even in the present difficult phase of reversal and defeat,
despite various disintegration and stagnation, the revolutionary
Communist parties, organisations and groups are present in most of
the countries of the world, engaged in the efforts of party building
and party formation while safeguarding the ideology and are
continuously taking class struggle forward.

While the world proletariat under the leadership of Mao, was
unfurling the banner of victory on the new summits of struggle,
despite capitalist restoration in Russia, precisely at that time, the phase
of national liberation struggles of Asia-Africa was heading towards
completion, the old colonialism was being replaced by the neo-colonial
system and this neo-colonial system too was getting disintegrated by
the fierce assaults of people’s liberation struggles. By the end of the
seventh decade, the Soviet social imperialism was a superpower and
was throwing challenge to America; and the rivalry between these
two superpowers had begun preparing the background for the
apocalypse that would have resulted from yet another World War.
However, owing to the pressure of mass struggles continuing in



Immortal are the Flames of Proletarian Struggle / 37

various parts of the world, disintegration of imperialist Soviet Union
due to its own internal causes and because of some other global
reasons, the world history, in effect, did not move in the direction of
war; but the possibilities of a world war cannot be completely denied
in the present phase of new polarisation being formed amongst new
world powers, deepening rivalry and the deepening unprecedented
crisis of world capitalism too.

By the time of the demise of Mao in 1976, the Socialist China,
to a large extent maintained the world power in the favour of the
freedom-loving people of the world, oppressed nations and revolutions.
Besides, till the last breath, Mao waged a struggle of life and death
against capitalist roaders in China. After his death, the revisionists
captured the leadership of the State and the party there, however,
fierce class struggle is still in progress there. During the past 16
years, not for a single moment, the new rulers could heave sigh of
relief.

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is the highest summit
conquered by the international proletariat during its ascension towards
the Communist society. It is the newest milestone in the development
of Marxism. It has the total sum of entire historical experience of the
proletariat behind it. It has evolved and enriched each and every part
and component of Marxist Science. After the Paris Commune and
the October Revolution it is the third milestone of the journey of the
world proletarian revolution.

The Transition-period between the two rounds of
historical class war

The epilogue of the old epic drama…
The prologue of the new epic drama...

The first world historical round of the epic war between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, that had traversed the afore mentioned
four phases has got over with the death of Mao in 1976 and the
completion of capitalist restoration in China; at the end of this first
round, once again we are standing there where the world proletariat
has no Socialist State as its liberated zone or base camp. It has no
internationally recognised leader like Marx-Engels-Lenin-Stalin-Mao,
no experienced party like the parties of Lenin-Stalin and Mao,
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tempered and toughened in the fire of struggles or no international
forum like Communist International. This is an unprecedented
situation. Currently, this is the dark phase of defeat and reversal.
However, even in these most difficult of times, the world proletariat
is not standing there, where it was prior to the Paris Commune or the
October Revolution. Today, it has Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung
thought. It is the sum total of the various struggles of the history of
the entire bourgeois society and the positive-negative experiences of
all revolutions. Its nucleus is constituted by the essence of the Paris
Commune, October Revolution and the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution. Enriched by the experiences of all these great social
experiments, the proletariat today is prepared to enter a new round
of struggle. It is calling upon the spirits of the past for the creation of
the new editions of revolutions. The immortal flames of the Paris
Commune, October Revolution and the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution have not lost their lustre. These three lighthouses will
continuously and forever illumine the path of the world proletariat in
the coming new round of the struggle.

The period  from the reactionary coup in China in 1976 till that
of the downfall of revisionist aristocratic State powers and the
disintegration of State monopoly economy in the countries of Eastern
Europe and ultimately the disintegration of the Soviet Union has been
that transitional period between the two rounds of proletarian
struggles when the processes of the disintegration and the
reorganisation of the subjective forces of proletariat is taking place
simultaneously in the entire world.

After the capitalist restoration in the Soviet Union and the Eastern
European countries in the sixties, the new type of State monopoly
capitalist system donning a Socialist garb that was established and
based on which the revisionist aristocracy of a handful of bureaucrats
in the party and State was thriving, is no longer intact. During the
past thirty-six years after the capitalist restoration, the intensification
of the contradictions of the base and the superstructure within the
bourgeois framework had reached its zenith in all these countries of
the Soviet camp. So as to break the stagnation in the economy and
the social life, it now became imperative to restructure the base and
the entire superstructural edifice. The relative lack of competition
inherent in the State monopoly capitalist structure had become fetters
for the productive forces within bourgeois framework and thus to



Immortal are the Flames of Proletarian Struggle / 39

get rid of this crisis, it became necessary to resort to privatisation
and liberalisation, that is to say, to restore capitalism in its neo classical
form or else in the form of open capitalism of Western type. And its
logical culmination was destined to be this that the Western capital
had to crush all the countries of the erstwhile Soviet camp since the
productive forces of these countries were relatively backward (infact,
after the end of Socialism, their development had become sluggish
and to an extent even halted) and having opted for the path of private
capitalism and letting loose the forces of market it was now impossible
to remain isolated from the entire world capitalist system. In the
course of time, among these countries, Russia, by gaining its senses,
can once again become a part of a new axis in the imperialist rivalry.
While some of the new capitalists of the other countries in proportion
to the development of the productive forces of these countries will
stand at par with the countries of Asia-Africa-Latin America only on
the lower strata of surplus appropriation on a world scale, while
some others will be able to stand above them. In China, the elitist
power resting on the State monopoly of the revisionist bourgeoisie is
still is existence, however, even its downfall is certain as the same
logical culmination of the development of the economic system. Now
it is just a matter of time.

Under the leadership of the revisionist party, the birth of State
monopoly capitalism under the bourgeois rule with Socialist mask
was a distortion in the natural general current of development of
history for some time — a deviation from the general tendency. Some
such phenomena have surfaced now and then in history and then
disappeared. The history once again ready to move ahead with its
natural motion casts aside these obstacles that come in its way at
intervals. History has kicked off the hindrance of revisionist capitalism.
A source that created all kinds of illusions about Socialism has dried
up. The basis of the capitalist strategy of slandering Socialism by
ascribing the misdeeds of revisionists to it has now come to an end.
The nature of class struggle has now once again become clear. The
bourgeoisie and the proletariat are once again confronting one another.
The new realities have themselves put an end to the debates regarding
the character of revisionism, have verified the establishments of Lenin
and Mao, have smeared the sham red flag of revisionists who have
maligned Socialism with dirt and dust; and have given an entire sky
for unfurling the real red flag. This has been the characteristics of
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the short-term transition period between the two rounds of world
proletarian revolution; one that is over and the one that is about to
begin—the period between 1976 to 1991.

And this short span of transition period was not a period of
stagnation and inertia. This too is the consequence of the historical
characteristic of the class nature of the proletariat. During the previous
revolutions of world history, after defeat for some time, complete
inertia and deadlock takes over, the motion appears halted, absolute-
unbridled reign of the forces of darkness is let loose. However, the
nature and path of the battle of the proletariat, the heir of the hitherto
all revolutions, prepared for the revolution against the entire class
society will obviously be different in this respect from the previous
revolutions. After the completion of the first round of its world
historical war, the proletariat did not take respite and in the continuation
of the old struggles began the creation of the series of new struggles
and authored the introduction for the new round. The post script of
the first round of world proletarian revolution was itself the preface
to its second round. When the epilogue of one of the greatest tragedies
of human history, staged on one stage of the world theatre, was
being uttered, precisely at that time the prologue for the new epical
drama had commenced on the other stage.

A new world historical round of the epical class
war between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie

Come forward for the new proletarian renaissance, for the
new proletarian enlightment! March ahead and fight to win!!
Once again
Workers of the world, unite to create new editions of
proletarian revolutions!
Once again
Only chains to lose and a world to win!

Once again new armies will be equipped, the ultimate
battle will be launched

As should have been made clear from the above discussion,
when we speak of the new round of struggle then it is based on a
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definite scientific understanding of history. The motion of
historical development is not anarchic, neither is its general
orientation uncertain or unknowable. The fundamental logic that
states the hitherto known history of human society as the history
of class struggles and revolutions, those very logics prove the
certainty of anti-capitalist revolutions. The study of the capitalist
socio-economic formation tells that in the execution of this task,
the most revolutionary class, the proletariat will lead and guide the
entire toiling people. Despite the defeat of proletarian revolutions,
even today this fact remains true that when the production
relations will obstruct the path of development of the productive
forces, then they will ultimately destroy those production relations
and will go on to create new production relations. The basic
causes for the depression recurring in cycles and the capitalist
crisis of vicious pessimism and the fundamental incurable
contradiction of capitalism that Marx discussed, are applicable
even to the present day world. The analysis of Lenin is essentially
and principally correct even today, where he called imperialism the
herald of the age of proletarian revolutions and elaborately
discussed that with the highest concentration of capital and the
Globalisation of financial monopolies and their rivalry, all
contradictions of capitalism in the stage of imperialism intensify,
and that the condition of world capitalism historically reach the
phase of decadence and disintegration, and also discussed its
causes. In the post-Second World War period there have occured
many changes in the forms of global circulation of finance capital,
in the strategy of imperialist countries and in Global setting—
moreover, some partial qualitative changes too have taken place.
The world having crossed over the phases of colonialism and neo-
colonialism has now entered the phase of economic neo-
colonialism. Today the world has become a global village in true
sense. Parallel to the economic globalisation, today the world-wide
monopoly of the imperialist powers has been established over
culture and communication system too. Now, without any direct-
indirect political control, the imperialist countries with developed
productive forces can plunder the backward, semi-industrialised
countries and make them victims of political coercion, thanks to
their monopoly over world market and technology.

The share of capitalist classes across the world in the surplus
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appropriation at the world level is today being determined according
to the power of their capital. In most of the countries of the Third
World, the bourgeoisie has now lost the strength of revolutionary
struggle against imperialism and now the entire fight is centered on
their share in the spoil. In the weak links of the Imperialism too
(except for a few countries) now the phase of National Democracy
has passed. No capitalist class in these countries has now remained
the strategic ally of the common masses and has tied itself to the
sovereign lords of world capitalism. Now only anti-capitalist, anti-
imperialist Socialist revolutions based on the strategic alliance of three
classes can provide real emancipation to the people of these countries
and with the breaking of these weak links of world capitalism, the
deepening crisis of the imperialist countries too can give birth to the
revolutionary explosions. After the disintegration of the Soviet Union
and Soviet camp, for the time being, superficially it seems that we
are living in a unipolar world where America is ‘dictating the terms’
of ‘new world order’ to the entire world. However, the fact is that
the end of the U.S. imperialist hegemony has drawn near. Continuously
suffering from the crisis of over-production and over-accumulation,
it has been rendered powerless by the incessant cycle of recurring
slumps and the collective economic might of Japan, Germany and
European economic community is constantly throwing challenge to
it. In many fields, it has lagged behind today. New polarisations are
taking shape. A new phase of inter-imperialist competition is about to
commence.

Amidst all these changes, what we intend to say is that the basic
contradictions of the world capitalist system are same even today
and no resolution is possible within the scope of this world system.
All the endeavors of world capitalism to get back its youth have
been rendered ineffective. All the quacks’ prescriptions of attaining
immortality have proved futile. Even today we are living in the age
of imperialism and proletarian revolutions. In this darkness of reversal
and defeat, the struggles of the proletariat are the axis of history.
History never halts and its chariot can never move ahead without
axis. Till the middle of the nineteenth century, the struggles of the
bourgeoisie were the axis of history. Since then, the struggles of
proletariat have remained the axis of history and even after the
ultimate defeat of Imperialism, in the entire future historical age of
Socialist transition and till the time of the radical annihilation of
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capitalism, the struggles of the proletariat will remain the axis of
history. The academic Marxist historians never understand this fact
and without acquainting themselves with the axis of history their
“dialectical materialist historiography”—impotent Marxist
historiography is reduced to unpartisaned, vulgar materialist
historiography. That is the reason why their historiography can never
inspire to create history. Nowadays all such “Marxist” historians
have turned “free thinkers” and in an original fashion are raising the
same questions with the same logics on the dictatorship of the
proletariat, or assessment of imperialism or Democratic Centralism
or the role of the party etc. that were raised by Lassalle, Bernstein,
Kautsky, Trotsky, Khrushchev etc. or Euro-Communists and which
have been torn to shreds long ago. This set of the anarchic motions
of the axis-less minds is the “neo-left” thought of “free thinkers”
of today. Anyhow, we now return to our original subject.

Today the current world conditions point towards the fact that
the crises of capitalism have entered a new stage. The interval between
the phases of depression that wreaks havoc in recurring cyclical
sequence has become so short that gives a sense of continuity. The
capitalist crisis of over-production and over-accumulation appears
to be irremediable. Today the world capitalism has entered the phase
of constantly present structural crisis. The symptoms of recuperation
that show up now and then are merely momentary and superficial.
This is the terminal disease of capitalism and now its death is the
only riddance. The new phase of intense rivalry has begun between
Germany, Japan and America. The possibilities of the formation of
new markets in the Eastern Europe, constituent countries of the
erstwhile Soviet Union, and the countries of Asia-Africa-Latin America
that are being swept away by the wave of liberalisation, will soon
saturate. Precisely at this point when we cast a glance at the struggles
going on in the world, we find clear possibilities of some of the ‘hot
spots’ of imperialism getting soon transformed into ‘flash points’ in
the days to come.

For a very long time now the Middle-East has remained a knot
of all the contradictions of the imperialist world. After the Iraq war,
new phase of Palestine problem and Libya episode, the time of the
bursting of this suppurating sore is drawing near. Whereas, Mexico,
Brazil, Argentina, Nicaragua, Chile in Latin America are, as it were,
sitting on the mouth of a volcano. In the countries like El Salvador,
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Guatemala, Honduras, Columbia etc. armed struggle is in progress.
And in Peru, the foremost amongst them, today the pressure of the
liberation war continuing under the leadership of Communist
revolutionaries has increased so much, that all imperialists and the
capitalist ruling-class of Peru are divided amongst themselves on this
issue and president Fujimori, having rendered the constitution and
judiciary ineffective has enforced the Fascist dictatorship. The
American economic and military aid has been proved completely
unsuccessful in crushing the liberation war. After Western Asia and
Latin world, now the Eastern Europe has become a battleground
where all the contradictions of world capitalist system are intertwined.
The Civil War is going on in various republics of the erstwhile Soviet
Union and Yugoslavia. The “paradise of market” has proved to be a
mirage. In countries like Russia, Poland, Hungary, Romania,
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria etc. the workers have taken to streets and
are demonstrating militantly against unemployment, lay-offs and
lockouts. And not just in the courtyard and backyard, the storm is
unleashed in the fortress of the demon himself. The series of
demonstrations-strikes of workers is continuing in Germany and there
are people in these processions who are holding the banner of Socialism
and Marxism-Leninism. The same is the situation in France, Britain
and Italy. After the sixties, for the first time in the first week of May
1992 in America a huge radical mass uprising of Blacks flared up in
form of an explosion. Once again in America and other Western
countries, the series of struggles of students together with those of
workers has begun. In China, from 1976 till now, the Dengites despite
immeasurable repression have not been able to rest for a moment in
peace and tranquility.

The structural crisis of over-production and over-accumulation
and the havoc wrecked by imperialism over the poor countries and
the toiling masses of the entire world can only be put to an end by
proletarian revolutions. In the phase of economic neo-colonialism
too, the revolutionary explosion of crisis will first take place in the
so-called Third World countries or the backward countries of the
Eastern Europe. In these countries the productive forces are
comparatively weak and the development of the base and the
superstructure is incomplete. These are the weak organs of the body
of world capitalism. The stroke of paralysis will first hit them. These
are the future centres of world proletarian revolution. With the
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destruction of imperialist system in these countries, the storm of
revolution will spread to other parts of the world too. In the developed
West, their prior basis already seems to be evolving. Ultimately the
task of submerging the imperialist system will be carried out by the
fierce current of Socialism. In the days to come it will break all the
embankments.

It is completely correct that today the subjective forces of
revolution are weak. As we have discussed above, this is an
unprecedented situation. However, once again it must be underlined
that history, in absolute terms has never turned backwards. Despite
defeat in the first round of epical battle, today the Communists of
the world have not reached the position prior to that of 1848, 1871,
or 1917. Today they have the sum total of the positive-negative
experiences and the ideological essence of all revolutions of the past
present in form of Marxism-Leninism-Mao thought. Capitalism has
only ‘the philosophy of end’, multitude of crises; A culture of
psychological disorders, disintegrating personality and a crumbling
social fabric; Some prescriptions for immediate relief, cut-throat
mutual competition and hollow roar which is in fact the loud shrieks
of an age worn invalid scared of death. After getting organised on
the ground of their complete triumph in the field of philosophy and
ideology, in the new round of struggle the squads of world proletariat
will march ahead to re-launch attacks on imperialist fortresses.

In this moment of unprecedented crisis too, today the Communist
revolutionary forces — Maoist revolutionary groups or organisations
are presented in one form or the another from Nepal, Bangladesh,
India, Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey to Columbia, Guatemala,
Honduras, Argentina, Chile and Brazil and even in Greece, Italy,
Germany Britain, France and Scandinavian countries to America and
Japan. And most significantly, the liberation war continuing under
the leadership of the Communist Party of Peru (Shining Path) is
constantly gaining new victories. Despite numerous attempts, the
reactionary rulers of Peru and imperialists could not suppress it. They
are watching with remorseful helplessness and are fighting amongst
themselves over policies. They are unable to sleep in peace. They
understand this very well that the fire of struggle will soon engulf the
entire Latin World. Whereas, the Western Europe is also smoldering.
On the other hand, the working class of Russia and the Eastern Europe
is unfurling the Red Flag on the streets and calling on for the struggle
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for Socialism. Its acquaintance with Marxism-Leninism-Mao thought
will be akin to bringing a spark near the heap of explosives. And
ultimately this has to happen.

Today the task of proletarian revolutionaries across the world
is to intensify class struggle in their respective countries, move ahead
with determined steps in the glorious light of the three lighthouses
of the Paris Commune, October Revolution and the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution, accelerate the process of party building and party
formation on the basis of intense ideological struggle and experiences
of experiments and on the basis of the teachings from Marx to Mao
and that of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, undertake the
task of safeguarding and propagating Marxism by getting united, not
to forget the principles of Proletarian Internationalism even for a
moment and while continuously taking forward the class struggle,
move ahead in the direction of formation of an extensive international
forum and then a new revolutionary Communist International too.

Even today this statement of Marx is true that the proletariat
and wealth are mutually antagonistic. Both are the creation of the
world of private property. The private property so as to maintain its
existence as wealth is forced to maintain the existence of its adversary,
the proletariat. On the conrtrary, the proletariat is forced to obliterate
its adversary, the private property, the wealth that determines its
existence. This is its historical mission. This statement of Lenin is
historically correct even today that imperialism is the highest stage
of capitalism. Beyond this there is no new stage of capitalism and
even Imperialism is not immortal. The age of Imperialism is the age
of proletarian revolutions. This statement of Mao is strategically true
even today that Imperialism is a paper tiger and that the masses are
the history making force.

Today the new round of the proletarian revolutions is beginning
with the call for a new Proletarian Renaissance, a new Proletarian
Enlightenment and the creation of the new editions of proletarian
revolutions. It is the historical characteristic of the proletariat that
there is no centuries long age of darkness behind this new Proletarian
Renaissance. With the completion of one round of struggle, this most
revolutionary class of history is undertaking the task of renaissance
by cleaning up the soot and ash of various illusions that had been
propagated about its ideology, is carrying out the task of new
enlightenment through its efforts of taking it to the extensive toiling
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masses and alongwith it has even commenced the task of the creation
of new revolutions while implementing it in class struggles. All these
three processes are continuing simultaneously. Rather one can say
that these are the different interrelated aspects of the same process.
The process is still in its initial stage, but this much is sure that this
process has begun. While borrowing the terminology from the
‘Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte’ it can be said that today
the proletarian revolutionaries are calling upon the spirits of the brave
Communards of the Paris Commune, the Bolshevik warriors of the
October Revolution and the Red Guards of the Proletarian Cultural
Revolution, reviving them so as to “glorify the new struggles”, to
“widen, in imagination, the scope of immediate tasks confronting
us” and to “once again awaken the spirit of revolution”.

Once again the humanity is marching ahead to create its history
on its own in the circumstance “received from and handed down by
the past”.

At the end of the previous century, sending a massage of greeting
to the Socialists of Sicily, Engels wrote, “But they can take fresh
heart. The dawn of a new and better society for the oppressed classes
of all lands is breaking. Everywhere the oppressed are closing ranks;
everywhere they are reaching out to each other over frontiers and
over different languages. The army of the international proletariat is
forming and the approaching new century will lead it to victory!”.

The October Revolution and the triumphal journey of the world
proletariat from 1917 to 1976 have proved the prediction of Engels
to be correct. Today’s defeat of Socialism is only temporary, the
proletariat, however, has not lost all the achievements of victory.
Their essence still lies with the proletariat. Today at the end of the
twentieth century, on the eve of the creation of new editions of
proletarian revolutions, our prediction regarding the coming century
too will be more or less same as that of Engels, made at the end of
the previous century. Mao, too, in the subsequent phase of the
proletarian revolution had said — “The era from now on until the
next fifty to hundred years will be one such great era when the social
system of the world will undergo fundamental change, it will be such
an earthshaking era which cannot be compared with any era of the
past history. Living in such an era, we must be prepared to fight in
those great struggles which in many respects will be different in



character from the various struggles of the past.”
Similar would be the second round of the world historical epical

battle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie that is just about to
commence now.

We can clasp the moon in the Ninth Heaven
And seize turtles deep down in the Five Seas:
We’ll return amid triumphant song and laughter.
Nothing is impossible in this world
If you dare to scale the heights.

— Mao Tse-tung
(From the poem ‘Reascending Chingkangshan’)

• • •


